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28th IN STIFF BATTLES
" ON MARNE AND VESLE

Continued from Page 1
trary, it was doing yeoman seryice by fur-
“niskning for some time the orly solid resist-
ance on this part of the line and delaying
the German rush by standing on s origi-
nal position until flanked on hoth sides,
. then falling back_fighting to another posi-
tion in the Bois de Condé and finully to &

the 115th had advanced as fsu' as the
Qureq, and it was just across the river at
the end of the day.
At 3:30 am. of the 28th the attack was
renewed after artillery .preparation, but
was unable to fouke any progress during
the day. A renewed effort on the morning
of the 30th was put down by the encmy’s
fire, a8 was a similur one at 9 a.m
~ But by this time the 110th was thor-
oughly men sent to

third, 500 meters south of the
waedland farm,

° ‘whence finally, at about noon, it succecded
in getting word of its continued existence
back to heafllquarters.

In the icantlme, Colonel Brown, with the
greater part of the reghment and somce
French detachments, esteblished o line of
resistance which at 4 o’clock in the after-
noon lay approximately along the original
second position “from the northern cdge of
the Rojs de Rougis to Condé en Brie, with
the 1st Battallon on the right and the 2ud
Battalion on the left, and the valley con-
taining the vilinge of St. Amman In front,
with the enemy virtually stopped in the
edges of the Bois de Condé to the north.

Left of the 109th, the French had estab-
lished a line extending from Dannejeu farm
down the Surmelin through Connigis; north
of which village it hnd Haison with the 30th
United States Infantry of the 3rd Division.
The front of a good part of these positions,
both American and French, was protected
by the fire of the 108th Machine Gun Bat-
tslion, mear Dannefeu farm, and of the
109tH” Machine Gun Battalior, mnear St.
Agnan—-an assistance of the most vital fm-
portance in the temporary absence of ar~

»+ - tillery support.

Two Attacks Repulsed

On the moming of the 16th at 10 o'clock,
the 20th French Infantry Division having
come into the scctor to counter-atiack, the
1Ist Battalion of the 109th Infantry, under
Mador Gregory, went forward with {t. Dut
the whole attack was repulsed In spite of

. the feurless leadership of men lke 2nd
Licut. H. Q. Grifiin, \xhu wus killed in
front of a
ment after he had led hiy n!atoon to the
most advanced point reached by any de-
tachmenti, and the work of such enlisted

Le Grange zux Bols;|

the rear were gomg a little way, then
tearing off their diagnosis tags and return-
ing to the front. A thorough artillery
preparation was put down, and finally, at
2:30 ‘in ihe afternoon, a determined rush
carried the line into the Bois de Grimpettes
and the edge of Clerges, which was en-
tered before dark, though the line was es-
tablished on the high pround south of
town., A number of mauchlne guns were
taken in the Bois de Grimpeties and also
about 75 prisoners, ail heavy muchine gun-
ners, most of whom were wearing the Red
Cross on their arms when eaptured.

The Arbre les Jomblets, from which the
42nd Division was suffering severely, une-
fortunately could not be tuken at this time,
During the night, the 5H5th DBrignde was
relieved by t{roops of the 32nd United
States Division and retired eventually to
reserve positions at Jaulgonne, ha.v(ng suf-
fucd nearly §00 cusualtics.

March Toward Vesle Beg\m

On August 4, acting as corps reserve, the
division began marching toward-the Vesle,
and during the night of the 6th-7ih, bat-
talions of the 112th Infantry of the 56th
Brigade relieved the advance battalions of
the 32nd Division in ¥Fismes and west of
there, along the south bank of the river.

At about 7 p.m. of the same day these
Pattolions, tho 2nd and 3rd, made an at-

tack across ‘the river. 'Troops have seidom
been called upon to 20 ucross stronger o~
sitions than the Germans held there, 'with
a river swollen by raing in front of them,
the village of Fismette, direetly across from
Fismes, as a principal strong point with
precipitous hillz behind it, bristling with
machine guns, and echelnms of numberless
fleld and heavy artillery baiteries on the
reverse slopes further back.

But the 3rd Baltalion succeeded in got-
ting three of its combpanies ncross the river
west of Fismes, and next morning the 2ré

by three
of the 1st Battalion, also got over and en-
tered Fismette, and all the troops continued
10 held their gaing under a hurricane of
fire untll relieved by the 1ith Infantry
during the pight of the Sth-10th,

On the night of the relief prepuraticns
were made for an attempt.on the part of
the 25th Division to enlarge its bridgeheads
north and west «of Fismette and of itha
1g4th French Diviston, with the 6th United
States Infantry Brigade attuched, to es-
tablish bridgeheads north of the Vesle in
the sector next to the c.zsr

Detailed for Attuek

In the 28th Division Cowpany B and C
of the 1Iith Infantry, supported by Com-~
panies D, I and A, were detailed to make
the attack at 4:30 a.m., August 10. ¥re-
vious to their rush against the ravines and
hill slopes in front, combat patrols worked
forward toward these objectives, othier pn-

es on the of Figmes and
r‘xsmette, wh!lo pmtoons of other machine
guns further back thickened the intense
y artillery rdment  and
then superimposed a mechine gun barrage
on tho artillery barrage when tha latter
began rolling forward ahead of the attack.
All these preparations, however, were in
vain; the German positiony were too strong
to be ‘broken, and the attack was thrown
back, the garrison of Fismeite conbnuing
to cling to their slender foothold nortb of
the river under the most trying conditions,
such as those experienced by Cpl 1. b
Moore, Company &, 1iith Infantry, who,
on the night of August 12, with one com-
papion and an_automatic rifle, wus in o
house west of Fismette which was, of vital
importance to the line,
A German flare set the house on fire and

men as Cpl. J. 3. Yott, Co. C,
went ahead of his platoon, cut the encmy

who twice

.wire and then return and gufded the

troops through the gaps he had made.
Anocther assault delivered st 6:30 p.m.

was likewise repulsed, while St. .Agnan,

after being once retaken by the Frcnch,
was lost again before night. After this,
however, the situation began steadily to
improve, and on the 17th the 28th Division
begon moving out of the sector preparatory
to tafing s place in the counter-offensive,
the 109 Infantry heving lost about 780 of-
ticers and men during its confused flighting

and the 108th Machine Gun more than 40.
After about four days of rest immediate-

I¥ in rear of ils battle positions, the 28th

Division began following up the 3rd Divi-

sion as it fought its way mnorth from the

Marne. As has been previously mentioned,

the 56th Infantry Brigade came very near

to teking nctive part in the battle at

Trugny, being in position to attack that

phice, in conjunction with the 26th Divi-

sion, when it was discovered on the morn-

ing of July 24 that the enemy had re-
treated. -

. . But its action was only deferred for o
few days. -On the 23th, the 66th Brignde
was placed close hchind the front of the
38th ¥French Corps as corps reserve, and
the B5th Brigade went on the battle line
bhetween the 42nd and the 3rd United
States Divisions along the Ourcg, reliev
ing the 35th Freneh Division in front of
the Bols de Grimpettes and Clerges.

110th Moves to Attack

Of the regiments of the 55th Brigade the
109th was pineced in support and the 120th
went forward to the attack about 4:30 oo,
The German machine gun fire from the
Bois de Grimpettes on the right, Clerges In
sthe center and the Arbre les Yomblets on
the left was very heavy from the first, and
the attsck progressed but Blow!.v. At T:46

€

br ly lighted the room where the
Americans were, attracting a deluge of
shots from the enomy machine guns anda
snipers. But the .Americans fought the
fire, put it out and stuck to their post.
Even the support troops in Fismes and
along the south of the river were little bet-
ter off than thosce north of it, excepting the
ones near the base éf the hills, who cou!d
shelter t in the

leries of the stone quarries which, in the
course of centuries, have been worked back
under those hills,

109th Relieves 111th

On_the 13th, the 1iith Infantry was re-
leved fa ¥ismette by the 109th, Iis cas-
unities while {o occupation had probably
been: about the sarae as those of the 1iath,
which had been reported al about 400 of-
ficers and enlisted men for the period from
August 7 to 10. But even when the troops
got back to positions south of Chery Chur-
treuve and near Dravegny, where they
were busied with. the construction of
trenches and cntanglements on o new bar-
rier Hne which was belng built as a pre-
caution against possible -counter-attacik,
losses were suffered almost daily from the
cnemy’s long range shelling and his air
ralds with bombs ami machine guns.

Rotating by battalions, the 112th went
back to Fismes and Fismette on August 17
and continued to hold parts of the line
there until the morning of the 27tk, when
Company G and ‘H, which were oecup)‘!ng
Fismette, were attacked at about 4 a.m, by
- Germian force estimated at o battalion
and driven across the river.

Except for this misfortune, the front now
remanined virtuslly stabilized until about
September 6, when the Germans, in conse-
quence of the Allled attacks north of Sois-

the -Alsne. The 28th Division was with-
Qarawn from this front September 8-2 snd
storted for the ares of the new Armerlcan

First Army north of Toul,

trols with light machine guns stationed

sons, boegan retiring {rom the Veslc towurd | :

SERVICE RECORDS
FLOCK TO BOURBES

Yours Missing? Maybe It’s
One of the 223,000
on File

A. battalion sergeant major, 200 mis-di-
reeted service records, a typoewriter, a
table and a chair—that was the beginming
of the Service Record Department now be-
ing operated in connection with the Cen~
tral Records Office at Bourges. At present
184 enlisted men and 23, Waacs are om-
ployed at full spced nulllng and filing
serviee records which ha ave no pcrma.nent
home.

Since March, 1918, when the aergenni
major put out his sign, “Service Record
PDepartment,” the work of re-directing, en-
dorsing, finding and distributing service
records has gradually expanded.

Fram every part of TFrance, from every
nook of the territory occupied by - the
Third 'Army, come requests for service
records, First consideration is given
G.ILGQ. telegrams, then G.ILQ. letters, then
requests frem cmbarkation ports, where
the soldier’s departure for tho ‘States i3
being delayed until’ his serviee record s
supplied or a certificate from the Central
Records Office is received stating that no
service record Is-on file.

After these clagses of requests are taken
care of, information in regard to service
records for men stationed in the units or-
dered to the embarkation points s fur-
nighed, and the service records- sent out
it they m{e nygllo.ble. Then, after the re-

SPAULDING & CO.
JEWELLERS

DIAMONDS—WATCHES

23 Rue de la Paix, Paris
Michigan Boulevard, Chicago

MILITARY BAND
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BESSGN & CO., Ltd.
198 Euston Rd., London, Eng.

quests of the Army of Occupation are saf-
isfied, the troubles of the preat bulk of
the ALJ. including the S.0.8. and: the
Intérmediate Section, are cleared up.

26,000 Requests a Day

At present 223,000 service records are
filed away in this department. Some 20,000
requests come into the oflice dally, and the
number of records crippled varies from 40

to 80 per cent of the number asked for..

Usually 13,000, replivs are made each day.
errors in in serial num-
bers, in the alphabgtical arr

OFFICERS ON INACTIVE LIST

Officers who were recommended for pro-
motlon when the nrmistice was declared
will not nctually be promoted, but each of-
ficer, according to Seeretary Baker,
be placed on the insctive list of the rescrve
in ihe advance grade to which he had been
recommended.” Mr., Baker explained that
the War Department was procecding on
the theory that with demobilization 2 great
shany majors, captains and officers of
higher rank would beé left nn

il b
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of
the lists hinder the findings of the depart-
ment.

Service rccords have been rescued from
such odd resting places as sulvage dumps,
railroad stations, railroad ,curs and nis-
carried French mail. The explmations of-
fered@ for such misadventures is generally
the faet that non-cormmissioned officers
in charge of details, carrying the service
records, have lost their baggage, and that
the bundle ofeservice records presents it-
self when the equipment is finally salvaged.
Or .the records may-be left in ‘a railrcad
‘car while the detuil is getting coffee or the
address on the package may be incom-
plete,

Every request coming Into the departe
ment must contain the last name, given
name, serisl number, rank and organiza-
tion. A great rush is on just now owing
to the fact that quantities of records are
being reccived from those American hos~
pitals from which soldiers are belng rapid-
1y evecuated,
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it is ¥ that additional

higher grades be ecreated. The avuﬂublc
supply of officers, he indicated, exceeds the
demand.
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Peace Work for War Workers

Shall the mighty machinery of power which
won the war be “scrapped”? How can the millions of
soldiers, millions of women, great factories, vast caph
tal, compelling energy mobilized for war, be employed
to conquer the problems of peace?

.

How shall our industries be'readjusted? How

ghall our man-power and women-power be distributed?
How shall business meet the new conditions? How
shall war taxes be revised? How shall the great fleet
of ships be owned and profitably engaged in developmg
America's foreign trade? What new fields for invest-

ment will be opéned in Europe?

Gain information on all such vital subjects in
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